
Unit 6.2 Vocabulary:  Forces that Change Earth    
 

 

 

1 Lithosphere  The top layer of the Earth which consist of the crust and upper mantle 

2 Asthenosphere 
A zone in Earth’s mantle where heat and pressure cause rock to be soft and fluid.  

Tectonic plates move on top of this zone 

3 Continental Drift 
A hypothesis that the continents move around on Earth’s surface; and were once 

joined together 

4 Pangaea An ancient supercontinent composed of early forms of today’s continents 

5 Tectonic Plates Large pieces of Earth’s outer layer that fit together like pieces of a puzzle 

6 Convection Current 
A circular movement caused by heating and cooling of material; responsible for 

the motion  of tectonic plates 

7 Fault A fracture in Earth’s crust  

8 
Convergent 

Boundary 

A place where tectonic plates come together creating either mountains or 

subduction zones 

9 Transform boundary A place where tectonic plates slide past one another horizontally 

10 Divergent Boundary A place where two tectonic plates move away from one another 

11 Sea Floor Spreading The process by which new oceanic crust is formed at a divergent boundary 

12 Mid-Ocean Ridge 
A mountain range on the ocean floor caused by volcanic activity at a divergent 

boundary 

13 Magnetic Reversal 
A change in the Earth’s magnetic poles; when the magnetic north pole  switches 

with the magnetic south pole 

14 Rift Valley A low lying area resulting from a divergent boundary on land 

15 Subduction Zone Where one tectonic plate sinks underneath another at a convergent boundary 

16 Ring of Fire 
An area surrounding the Pacific Ocean where the Pacific Plate sinks under 

neighboring plates resulting in numerous volcanos and earthquakes 

17 Magma Molten rock that flows beneath the surface of the Earth 

18 Lava Molten rock that flows from a volcano or crack in the surface of the Earth 

19 Hot Spot 
A place within the Earth where magma rises and causes volcanic activity far from 

any tectonic plate boundaries 

20 Trench 
Long steep valleys in the ocean floor caused by one plate sinking under another 

at a subduction zone 


